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See the people, places and events that have defined the city of Toms River and its surrounding

area since the early 1700s.Located on the banks of the river of the same name, Toms River

was first settled in the early 1700s by loggers drawn to the dense forests on the river's banks.

During the American Revolution, the village was a constant thorn in the side of the British, and

it was attacked and burned to the ground in 1783. The arrival of the railroads in the late 1800s

ushered in a new age of expansion which, spurred on by the construction of the Garden State

Parkway in the decade after World War II, continues to this day. See for yourself how it all came

about with over 200 carefully-selected photographs.



Along the Toms RiverOcean County Historical SocietyFrontispiece: The history of Island

Heights from 1878 to 1995 is spanned by the lives of the Reverend Simpson (1835–1913) and

his grandson, H. Ormond Simpson (1908–1995). John Simpson became superintendent of the

Island Heights Camp Meeting Association as soon as the land was purchased. He organized

the Methodist Episcopal Church and was its first pastor; he also established the post office and

became its first postmaster. When Island Heights became a borough in 1887, he was elected

the first mayor. His grandson, H. Ormond Simpson, was the model for the Uncle Sam poster

(1942) by Charles R. Chickering, and was an amateur artist active in the Ocean County Artists

Guild.Copyright © 1996 by Ocean County Historical Society9781439612026Published by

Arcadia PublishingCharleston SC, Chicago IL, Portsmouth NH, San Francisco CAPrinted in the

United States of AmericaLibrary of Congress Catalog Card Number: 2003107161For all
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was photographed aboard their catboat, docked at the rear of stores that fronted on Water

Street. This image was made from a tintype which belonged to Alma Van Hise Lillie, who was

one hundred years old in 1995.This is part of the Henley Avenue pier gang of Pine Beach, c.

1915, which enjoyed swimming and frolicking in the waters of the Toms River.Katherine

Gallagher Marston enjoys a ride on this unique chair and sleigh combination in 1903 on frozen

Robbins Cove. Houses along Water Street are in the background.IntroductionThe beauty of the

Toms River remains, despite rapid development along its banks since the completion of the

Garden State Parkway in 1955. The part of the river encompassed in this history includes

about a 6-mile stretch from the bridge across the Toms River, which links the county seat of

Toms River to South Toms River, east to Barnegat Bay.From the approximate head of tide at

the bridge, the river winds peacefully and sinuously toward Barnegat Bay, widening as it flows.

It is often called the Toms River Estuary or the Toms River Bay. Geologically speaking, it is a

“drowned river.” No ugly, drab scars mar its loveliness; fate is not often this kind to our

rivers.Across the bay, nearly opposite the mouth of the river, there was once an opening

through the barrier island. It was called Cranberry Inlet. It lasted for many years and was an aid

to navigation up the river until it closed about 1812. During the Revolutionary War it was

possible for sizable vessels to use it, and as a result, Toms River became a hideout for

privateers. Their depredations and capture of British ships incurred the anger of local Tory

sympathizers as well as the British. An expedition resulted in the capture of Toms River and the

destruction of the local salt works in March 1782. The defenders of the rude blockhouse under

Captain Joshua Huddy were overwhelmed, and most of the village was burned. Subsequently,

Huddy, a staunch patriot, was hanged illegally by avenging Tories. This caused an international

incident which effected the Peace of Paris (1783).West of the bridge, the tributaries of the

Toms River fan out far and wide making it the second longest canoeable river in the Pinelands.

The Toms River drainage basin comprises 167.51 square miles, roughly three times the size of

Cedar Creek, the next largest of the little rivers within the confines of Ocean County.Histories

of most of the towns along the river are available, but this is the first pictorial history for the

whole Toms River Estuary, which has been compared to a lake of great scenic beauty binding

together the towns of Toms River, Island Heights, South Toms River, Beachwood, Pine Beach,



and Ocean Gate.From the mists of time, Thomas Luker emerges as the early settler whose

name graced the river (1712) and saved it from the earlier common name of Goose Creek.

There are no pictures of Luker’s Ferry, which preceded the building of a bridge, nor of his

Native American wife. No cameras existed to photograph the early fishermen, pirates,

privateers, patriots, Tories, hunters, shipbuilders, charcoalers, and farmers, either. However,

over the past twenty-four years the Ocean County Historical Society has catalogued a large

collection of prints, as well as sketches and other artistic endeavors relating to the Toms River.

There are pictures, for example, of the railroad bridge from Pine Beach to Island

Heights.Hopefully, residents, old and new, as well as tourists, will delight in a pictorial feast of

Victorian and Edwardian proportions. Perhaps, this book will enhance a “sense of place” along

the Toms River.The Publications CommitteeJanuary 1996Acknowledg mentsOur appreciation
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may be more clearly indicated.oneThe RiverThis bucolic scene was photographed west of the

South Main Street bridge. The swift-running creek, which has wound its way for miles through

the Pinelands, suddenly widens, divides its channel, and flows on both sides of the island

which is Huddy Park. This causes it to slow its pace as it meets the estuary of the river. This

boatman of long ago seems to be adrift on an almost motionless expanse of water. The view is

looking toward the Riverside House and a row of boat sheds which back up to the South Main

Street bridge.Located at the head of the navigable portion of the river, this row of boathouses

faced the South Main Street bridge. The area behind them is currently a parking lot between

the Jersey Central Railroad tracks and Water Street.Robbins Cove is between Robbins

Parkway and Riverview Point. In this c. 1910 view, looking east across the cove, the Marston

family’s boathouse, the gazebo on the point, and Cedar Point (across the river) are

visible.Snow blanketed the waterfront along Water Street in the 1920s. The Riverview Hotel,

the large building with a cupola at the foot of Hooper Avenue on Riverview Point, attracted

many local patrons and out-of-town visitors. The John Manning Birdsall boathouse is in the

foreground.The river on its course to Barnegat Bay, c. 1960. The coves, points of land, curving

beaches, and everwidening stream combine to make a lovely scene. The narrow creek above

the town of Toms River flows under the Garden State Parkway and winds its way past

Giberson’s row of houses, the A.B. Newbury Company, under the Jersey Central tracks, and

around Huddy Park. Then its volume of fresh water mixes with the salt water brought in by the

tides as it passes Toms River residences, Money Island, and Island Heights on the north shore.

On the south shore people in South Toms River, Beachwood, Pine Beach, a bit of Berkeley

Township, and the west end of Ocean Gate enjoy its beauty before it enters Barnegat

Bay.Shortly after Edward G. Crabbe (1872–1953) arrived in Toms River in 1900, he formed the

Double Trouble Company, which operated a sawmill and cranberry bogs on Cedar Creek. In



today’s Double Trouble State Park, which encompasses his vast land holdings, the sawmill has

been restored for historic purposes. The bogs are tended and harvested each year for the

Ocean Spray Cranberry Company. His avocation was boating, which earned him the title of

Captain Crabbe. His bright blue yacht, the Gulf Stream, carried him from Manasquan to the

Gulf of Mexico. Marion McEwan Crabbe, his wife, was president of the Dover Township Board

of Education for many years.This image, called the Village of Tom’s River, was done in 1861.

The spires of the recently-built Presbyterian Church (at Horner and Washington Streets) and

the Methodist Episcopal Church (to the right at Hooper Avenue and Washington Street) hover

over the village. The other buildings were probably along Water Street.The arrival of bass in the

river brought out fishermen by the dozens. The shad run in the spring produced the same

results.The Island Heights boardwalk extended eastward from the Pennsylvania Railroad

station to the pavilion at the foot of Central Avenue. Beachwood and Ocean Gate also built

boardwalks along their riverfronts.These ice boaters were photographed off Island Heights, c.

1905. The broad expanses of the bay and the lower part of the river make for good boating, but

our latitude and proximity to the ocean do not provide good ice very often. However, when the

ice forms, the boats come. Dixon Kemp wrote in his Manual of Yacht-Boat Sailing (1886): “. . .

those who have experienced the extraordinary velocity of an ice yacht say that when the first

dread of the lightning-like flight is overcome, the longing for the fast traveling of an ice yacht

becomes quite a fascination.”This is a c. 1903 photograph of catboats at their winter mooring

along Huddy Park. This part of the river seldom has any ice on it because the current of the

narrower creek above the town is so swift.The Phillips family is shown here aboard the Lizard.

The children are Stewart, Taylor Rickey, and Virginia Russell Phillips. Mrs. Percy P. Phillips,

Mrs. Richard T. Phillips, and Mrs. Wilhelmina M. Phillips are the ladies. The boat is docked

behind the stores that fronted on Water Street. Across the main channel of the river is what

may have been one of the passenger vessels that plied the waters between Toms River and

Seaside Park.Prior to 1895, Huddy Park was a swampy area. Ralph B. Gowdy bought the

swampland and filled it with soil from the hill north of Water Street, and Jefferson Thompson

added top soil from his Lakehurst Road farm. In 1905 Mr. Gowdy sold the island to the

township for $3,000 so public docking could be provided all around the island. A park with the

gazebo (or bandstand) was created in 1907. The gazebo was erected by George Gaskill and

members of the Reliance Band. In 1928 the state legislature authorized the erection of a

monument to commemorate the defense of the blockhouse. The Joshua Huddy Chapter of the

Daughters of the American Revolution gave Huddy Park its name in 1931.Captain William

Pickering Kirk, born in 1835, came to Toms River in 1883. He initially purchased the Moses

Applegate farm and started a poultry business in the north end of town, but eventually he

turned to shipbuilding, taking over a firm started by his son, John P. Kirk. William Kirk built

many of the catboats that sailed Barnegat Bay. He built a 72-by-30-foot schooner here, the

largest craft launched locally since the days when coastal schooners were built in the area, as

well as craft up to 100 feet long, with a draught of 5 feet. Many of these boats were built for use

in the lower Mississippi, along the Gulf Coast, and in Florida waters. Kirk died in Toms River on

August 16, 1911.The Daisy Memphis was launched c. 1904. William P. Kirk, builder of this boat,

advertised in the New Jersey Courier of October 4, 1894, as follows: “All classes of sailing and

steam yachts constructed from the latest designs. Spars for sale in the rough or finished in first-

class manner.Yachts for sale or to hire. Pure manila rope. Crockett’s Spar Varnish. Best copper

paints. White lead, oils, mixed paints, etc. I sell and use only the Best.”Huddy Park, the rounded

piece of land on the right, was created to provide additional docking space for boats. About one

dozen can be seen tied up at the edge of the park, and another group is visible at the bottom



left edge of this c. 1900 photograph. In the distance is the tree-covered southern shore of the

river, which is now part of the borough of South Toms River. In 1900 it was a virtually

uninhabited stretch of land.
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General Woody, “Pics of Toms River. Pictures from home. Priceless”

Chesbay, “A Good History. Book is very well done. I grew up in Toms River and though I no

longer live there I purchased as a gift for family who still does. I read through the book and

greatly enjoyed, as did family member . Very good photos and text. very interesting history.”

tgisz, “Nice look back. Bought for my 90 plus y/o mother who grew up in Toms River as a child,

she loved the pics and enjoyed remembering how it used to be there.”

anonymous, “Very pleased. The book is in great condition, and filled with so many interesting

facts about the Toms River,NJ area. Filled with alot of old pictures and I just love the book, find

myself reading it over and over. Shipping took a little longer than I would've liked but no more

than two weeks. If anyone is thinking about buying this book and is from the Toms River area I

suggest getting it, it is worth the buy.”

David A. Newman, “Five Stars. Great pictures of my home town especially the buildings that

were still around in the 1950's and 60's.”

David Schweigart, “Along the Toms River. Thus book had some family related information in it,

and so of course, I found it to be very interesting.”

Cynthia Weaver, “A Story of Small-town USA. A great source for information and hard-to-find

pictures of historic areas in and near Toms River, NJ. If you were born here, lived here or even
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just visited, you will find the narrative compelling. Toms River is one of those old towns that

combined the culture and society of small-town USA with an influx of more northern brethren.

This particular small-town blended the sea-faring, coastal dwellers and those rustic pine-barren

"country-folk," along with the gentry of revolutionary war-era ties and some simple farmers and

laborers; an interesting amalgamation which is likely replicated in similar fashion in other areas,

but certainly worth a perusal by anyone with such interests in the evolution of America.”

Les  Horner, “I love it. Ilive in this area and it was a good read for me.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 14 people have provided feedback.
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